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Fotztors Note -

June/duly 2016

Its been my pleasure for many gears to he
the nevrsletter editor ("1 have gou know
that 1t was dack”s ideq). Ghris M. helped

me (et the £irst one out. Margann veas my
Roving Reporter for gears. Dave W. sat
the editor”s chair for @ while. Fif1 has been
my sidekick for 5 1/2 years. T am so thankful
for all the help I've recetved from so many
people.

Thank gou so much. And remember, gou don
ever have to take another drink as long as
gou live T gou don”t want tol

~Virginia

A little over 5 1/2 years ago, | hitched my
wagon to a wise oldtimer who told dirty
jokes. | knew that she would make me
laugh but I didn't realize what a life-
changing experience it would be. I'll be
forever grateful to Virgina for all she has
done for me. Thank you for letting me be
of service and for your lovely friendship.
And thanks to all the oldtimers who keep
me teachable..keep me "with the bunch
so | don't get peeled"..."in the middle of
the herd so I'm not the stupid wildebeast
that gets eaten". My life is wonderful
because of you beautiful people. | love
you. With all my heart.

~Fifi

‘We would love to hear your stories and
thoughts. If you have a submission for
the newsletter please email it to

Fifi3333@gmail.com.

We publish for your enjoyment and
information. Any mistakes you find are there
for a purpose. We publish something for
everyone, and some people are always looking
for mistakes.

On the Rogue Again, is a monthly
Newsletter of the Jackson County

Central Office. It is about by, and for the
members of Alcoholic Anonymous
Fellowship. Opinions expressed herein
aren’t to be attributed to Alcoholic
Anonymous as a whole, nor does
publication of any article imply any
endorsement by either Alcoholic
Anonymous Jackson County Central Office,
or “On the Rogue Again”. (Exceptions:
Quotations from the A. A. books or
pamphlets and the 12 Steps and/or 12
Traditions are reprinted with permission
of A. A. World Services, Inc) On the Rogue
Again reserves the right to edit
submissions for clarity, proper language,
length, contents that violate A. A.
Traditions, etc.

Have a good day unless you have made
other plans.

Read pages 86-87-88 in your Big Book of
Alcoholics Anonymous every day.



Central Office News

Greetings from the Board of Jackson County
AA Central Office. We thank all of the

groups and individuals for their generous
support.

A great way to get involved is to volunteer for a
four hour shift once a week. Please contact Bill
S. at Central Office to learn more about this.
You can always come to the business meeting
the first Saturday of the month to volunteer.
Remember, Central Office now has a web site.
There you can find information about upcoming
events and the meeting schedule as well the
current issue of “On the Rogue Again.” You can
find it by pointing your browser to
WWW.jccoaa.org

Board Members

Chair - Wayne T.
Co-Chair -

Office Manager - Al Z.
Volunteer Coordinator — Bill S.
Secretary - Beth H.
Literature - Tom M.
Treasurer - Fran
Co-Treasurer - Tricia
Special Events Coordinator- Barb R.
District Liaison - Wayne T.
Newsletter Editor - Virginia H.
Web Coordinator - Drew

Donations for May/June 2016
Parkside 300.00
Ashland Morning 25.00
Thursday Night Candlelight 175.00
Rebellion Dogs Every Step  30.00
Living Sober 133.35
Monday Nooners Ashland  249.00
Ashland Sunday Morning  258.93

Thank God I'm Sober 100.00
As We Understand Him 20.00
Dog on the Dog 200.00

Stud Muffin 100.00

Birthdays

Tom M. 33.00
Kris H. 28.00
Newsletter

Susan S 10.00

How about donating a dollar for each year on your
sobriety birthday?!

The 16th Annual
Rogue Valley Women in Recovery
was wonderful!
Thank you to all the ladies who
make it happen every year!

THANK YOU LETTERS FROM
INMATES

You don't know me but I'd like to thank
you for gifting me these AA books. I deeply
appreciate it and I will put them to use.
I've been clean and sober for 15 years. |
quit drinking when my son was born.
Thank you again and you're in my prayers.
Toksa,

Tatanka

Thank you! I do not quite know how to
thank you enough for your help, prayers
and support. There are a great deal of ways
an AA may be of service yet few people set
about making it work. Our little group
owes you greatly. May the God of your
understanding bless and keep you in all
your comings and goings.

Sincerely,

Your fellow AA

Carl A.

Thank you for the books. I will study them
and start working the steps to the best of
my ability. I've got a lot to learn and a lot
more than I even know.

Thank you very much.



I just wanted to thank you for the books. I
will put them to good use.

I'm looking forward to staying clean and
sober. I know now how important it is fory
myself, my family and wife, my kids and
grandkids. I want the miracle of sobriety.
Thank you,

Mike H.

The 5 symptoms of laziness:

Step 6 - ""Were entirely ready to

have God remove all these

defects of character"

Step Six - is A.A.'s way of stating the best possible
attitude one can take in order to make a beginning
on this lifetime job. This does not mean that we
expect all our character defects to be lifted out of us
as the drive to drink was. A few of them may be,
but with most of them we shall have to be content
with patient improvement. The words "entirely
ready" underline the fact that we want to aim at the
very best we know or can learn.

12 Steps and 12 Traditions, pg. 65

This is the step that separates the men
from the boys....” So declares a well-loved
clergyman ... who goes on to explain that
any person capable of enough willingness
and honesty to try repeatedly Step Six on

all his faults-without any reservations

whatever-has indeed come a long way
spiritually....”

A BRIEF DOTR HISTORY....... BY OTTO
W

What about these “dogs on the roof” ?

Well actually there was only one dog on the roof.
It was Ilvan Millers dog, Skip...

In 1962 when Ivan was drinking, his wife told him
that he had a choice to make. It was either the
booze has to go or you have to go! Like the good
alcoholic he was, he decided to go live in the
shed/back house that was located close to the
detached garage, so he could drink in peace. He
had everything he needed in the little house, a
bed, a sink, and a bathroom. After a very rainy
night, lvan's bed got soaked, so Ivan decided to
fix the roof. During the fixing, lvan noticed skip
the dog climbing the ladder. Soon skip was on the
roof with Ivan. As time went on, Ivan fixed the
roofs of the garage and the main house. As he
went from building to building, he built ramps so
skip the dog could follow him. during this time
lvan was granted the gift of sobriety and moved
back into the main house. He started having
meetings in the back house. When newcomers
would ask, what is that noise on the roof, lvan
would say, “oh that is just my dog Skip". He likes
going up there where he can go from building to
building and see more than he could from the
ground.

So, Dog On The Roof was born. It is the oldest
continuous men's stag meeting of Alcoholics
Anonymous in Orange County, California. Today
there are Dog On The Roof groups in California,
Oregon, Washington State, Nevada, Arizona,
Ohio, lowa, Kansas, Oklahoma, Italy and
Australia.

In February 2004, at the home of Otto and
Maryann in Medford, Oregon, a small group of
men; Otto W., Larry J., Ray W., Tom H., Russ W.,
Mike R., Benny R., were working on Otto's bike.
"How many drunks does it take to fix a Harley?"
They decided to start a men's stag group and
meeting here in the valley, dedicated to the new
man and sponsorship. Southern Oregon Dog On
The Roof was born. It started in Otto's garage but
soon the garage was too small. We moved to
Unity Church, then to the hall at Star Auto Body.
It remains one of the most active groups in the
Rogue Valley.



ITS NOT OVER TILL THE GORILLA

SAYS IT'S OVER

STEP 7
"Humblg asked Him to remove our

s]'lortcomings.“

M9 Creator,

| am now willing that You should have all of me,
goocl and bad.

] pray that You now remove from me
every sing!c defect of character which stands
in the way
of my usefulness to You and my fellows.

Grant me strcngth, as l goout from hcrc,
to do Your bidding.

Amen

PRIDE - HUMILITY -
SHAME

Most alcoholics come to AA with their own
interpretation of many of the words we hear bandied
about in the meetings and I'm no exception. Words
like Love, Honesty, Spirituality, Unselfishness, and
Humility, for a few. | fumbled around with the
program as best | could with my faulty, misguided,
egocentric way of thinking, but | was never satisfied
until I had resolved each and every one of those
issues, as best | could, and it turns out that most

of my new ideas are almost the opposite to my old
way of thinking. Love, for instance means caring for
and nurturing another person, and not necessarily
that feeling you get when you are infatuated with the
opposite sex. Honesty, to me, means devoid of all
motives to deceive and not just the act of not telling
lies. Spirituality and Unselfishness would require a
much deeper explanation and for this essay | want to
address, the often talked about and just as often
unresolved word, Humility.

We hear the stale jokes like: "They gave me a metal
for humility, and then they took it away from me
because | wore it" or "I'm proud of my humility".
Now, I'm not against fun and laughter but come on,
Get some new material. For me, it took over twenty
years to come to an understanding of that word that
put my search to rest.

The final piece of the puzzle came to me when in my
22nd year of sobriety, | was on the phone with a man
who was trying to engage me in an argument, and
when he realized | wasn't going to bite, he fired his
last volley by saying: Well, I've heard stories about
you, and you're no angel.” | thought about it for a
few seconds and replied," I've done a lot things in
my life that I'm not proud of, but I'm not ashamed of
anything that I've done in the past 22 years. The
phone call ended peacefully.

Several years later, in a step study meeting on step
seven the topic was Humility as it usually is when
we study step seven. | remembered that phone call
and realized that Pride was not the opposite of
humility that pride was the opposite of shame and
that humility fell right in the middle of the two.
When | boiled it all down I concluded that I should
not be proud of, or ashamed of the things I do and
that I should be in the middle somewhere. This
applies to my receiving as well as my giving.
Aristotle referred to this as" The Golden Mean™
where, for example, when we are in the habit of
giving compliments to our friends when they
deserve it, we should not be so stoic that we cannot
accept a compliment with the proper amount of
appreciation, when we deserve it. To me this means
finding the Mean between the extremes and
exercising it until it becomes second nature.

I’ve known some humble people, in and outside of
the program, and they have some things in common:
They seldom bring attention to themselves, they
never criticize others, they are always comforting,
and they are always an asset and never a liability.
Humble people do the things they were taught as a
child. They treat others with respect. They are:
trustworthy, loyal, helpful, friendly, courteous,



kind, obedient..... Sound familiar? I learned it in the
boy scouts. I learned the Golden Rule in church, but
I was never strong enough to live by it. If you’re not
sure what you’re supposed to be doing, Read the 11"
Step Prayer in the 12x12 or The Boy Scouts Laws,
or try practicing The Golden Rule. That should be a
pretty good start. When | found Alcoholics
Anonymous, | was reintroduced to these values and
helped to rein in my ego, and today | am at peace
with myself and with others.

With respect to my decision making and my
behavior, | find that the program, and most other
philosophies of life, are based on unselfish
principles and if | am sure that the motives, for what
I do, are selfless, | have nothing to be ashamed of,
but; does this mean that | have something to be
proud of in these cases? It then occurred to me that
unless | personally created the principle that | based
my decision on, | can take no credit for that decision.
For the life of me, | can't remember one principle
that | created myself, however, all of my decisions
are based on unselfish principles and | feel really
good on the inside these days, and furthermore, I'm
not proud of anything, No medals necessary, thank
you.

Rick R.

TALKING TO PLANTS? | | LISTENING TO PLANTS?
GOOD. BAD.

YO! WHAT-UP,
POLLEN FACE?

| WANT
HIM DEAD.
MAKE IT
HAPPEN.

SHOEBOXBLOG.COM

On the 7th Tradition

“Every A.A. group ought to be fully self-
supporting, declining outside contributions."
Editorial by Bill W.

A.A. Grapevine, June, 1948

"The A.A. Groups themselves ought to be fully supported
by the voluntary contribution of their own members. We
think that each group should soon achieve its ideal: that
any public solicitation of funds using the name of
Aleoholics Anonymous is highly dangerous, whether by
groups, clubs, hospitals or other outside agencies; that
acceptance of large gifts from any source, or of contributions
carrying any obligation whatever, is unwise. Then too, we
view with much concern those A.A. treasuries which
continne, beyond prudent reserves, to accumulate funds for
no stated A.A. purpose. Experience has often warned us
that nothing can so surely destroy our spiritual heritage as
futile disputes over property, money, and anthority."

Our growth continuing, the combined income of
Alcoholics Anonymous members will soon reach
the astounding total of $250,000,000, a quarter of
billion dollars yearly. This is the direct result of
A.A. membership. Sober we now have it, drunk
we would not.

By contrast, our overall A.A. expenses are trifling.

For instance, the A.A. General Office now costs
us $1.50 per member a year. As a fact, the New
York office asks the groups for this sum twice a
year because not all of them contribute. Even so,
the sum per member is exceedingly small. If an
A.A. happens to live in a large metropolitan
center where an intergroup office is absolutely
essential to handle heavy inquiries and hospital
arrangements he contributes (or probably should
contribute) about $5.00 annually. To pay the rent
of his own group meeting place, and maybe
coffee and doughnuts, he might drop $25.00 a
year in the hat. Or, if he belongs to a club it could
be $50.00. In case he takes The A.A. Grapevine he
squanders an extra $2.50!

So, the A.A. member who really meets his group
responsibilities finds himself liable for about $5.00

a month on the average. Yet his own personal



income may be anywhere between $200. and
$2,000. a month -- the direct result of 7ot drinking.

"But", some will contend, "our friends want to
give us money to furnish that new club house. We

are a new small group. Most of us are still pretty
broke. What then"?

I am sure that myriads of the A.A. voices would
now answer the new group saying, "Yes, we know
just how you feel. We once solicited money
ourselves. We even solicited publicly. We thought
we could do a lot of good with other peoples'
money. But we found that kind of money too hot
to handle. It aroused unbelievable controversy. It
simply wasn't worth it. Besides, it set a precedent
which has tempted many people to use the
valuable name of Alcoholics Anonymous for
other than A.A. purposes. While there may be
little harm in a small friendly loan which your
group really means to repay, we really beg you to
think hard before you ask the most willing friend
to make a large donation. You can, and you soon
will, pay your own way. For each of you these
overhead expenses will never amount to more
than the price of one bottle of good whiskey a
month. You will be everlastingly thankful if you
pay this small obligation yourselves.

When reflecting on these things, why should not
each of us tell himself, "Yes, we A.A.s were once
a burden on everybody. We were 'takers.' Now
that we are sober, and by the Grace of God have
become responsible citizens of the world, why
shouldn't we now about face and become
'thankful givers'! Yes, it is high time we did!".

Bill W.

The AA Grapevine, June, 1948

IF YOU CAN AFFORD MORE THAN $1 FOR
THE BASKET...PLEASE..PUT IT IN
THERE!

B1ZARROCOMICS.COM _ Facebook com/ Bizs .
My vame 1¢ vione of your
Luginedd and I'm certainly not;
telling anyone my problems.

AnonymiTY
AoNYmous

"To speak ill of others is a
dishonest way of Praising
oursclves; let us be above such
transparent egotism. If you can't
say good and encouraging things,
say nothing. Nothing is often a
gooc! thing to do, and alwags a

clever t]'ling to sag"’

—Wi" Durant
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